The National Library of Australia Children’s Folklore Project

In 2005, the National Library’s Oral History and Folklore Section asked Dr Gwenda Davey to carry out a four-year project to document children’s playground games with sound recordings and photographs. The project began in four Victorian primary schools, Preston West (inner suburban Melbourne), Harcourt Valley (rural, near Bendigo) and Warrandyte (Melbourne, rural fringe). The four fieldworkers on this project were Judy McKinty, Ruth Hazleton, Geordie Dowell and Graham Dodsworth.

The project produced a rich collection of children’s traditional playlore, and teachers and parents  in all three schools showed considerable respect for children’s play. Some of these findings were presented by Judy McKinty at an international conference in France in March 2007, the paper being written by Gwenda Davey and Judy McKinty and titled With Respect: adult contexts for children’s play.

This project became, in practice, a pilot for the current Australian Research Council-funded project Childhood, Tradition and Change, with the National Library becoming one of its five partners.
